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sunnah and a pair of sunnahs, or between one qiyas and a
pair of qiyases, it is a case of conflict between equals, since
strength does not consist in number, and consequently the
single verse, sunnah, or qiyas is not necessarily set aside to
make room for the pair.

In the event of a conflict, if between qiyases, one or the
other is preferred according to one's convictions. If, how-
ever, the conflict is between two verses or two readings of
the Koran, or two sunnahs, whether sayings or doings of the
Prophet, or a verse and a sunnah,1 and it is not known
which of the conflicting evidences is the later in time,
(otherwise it would be a case of abrogation) one proceeds
as follows: if it is possible to reconcile them, by reference
to their value (hukm}, subject-matter, or time, it is done,
otherwise, the conflicting evidences are set aside, and other
evidences are referred to. For example, if the conflicting evi-
dences are verses of the Koran, reference is made to the
sunnah and, if no provision is found in the sunnah, to qiyas
and the sayings of the Companions. Similarly, if the con-
flict is between two sunnahsy then qiyas and the sayings of
the Companions are referred to. In going from the sunnah
to qiyas and the sayings of the Companions, two courses
are possible. According to those who place the sayings of
the Companions before qiyas in every case, reference is
first made to the sayings, and if no provision is found in
them, to qiySs. But according to those who hold that the
sayings of the Companions, in regard to points that can be
established by qiyas, are nothing but qiyases, one may refer
on such points to either, according to his convictions.

There cannot be a conflict between the ijma* and another
decisive evidence (daKl qat'i), namely, the Koran and the

1 It is only the sunnah of the mutawdtir and the mash-hur type that is
meant here, for the " individual" can never conflict with the Koran or
the other two kinds of sunnah.